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British Rural Sports:

FALCONRY

by Stonehenge

CHAP. L

SecT. L—THE GAME FLOWN-AT.

537, TuE HERON (Ardea Cinerea), though
already alluded to as being met with occa-
sionally in the fens, must now be more fully
described, since it Is the chiet of the birds
gt which the hawk is, or rather was, flown,
in the sport called Faleonry, or Hawking
In the winter they are shy and solitary,
and are then more frequently seen in the
fens by themselves; but in the spring they
congregate and resort to ine place of
brewding called *-a heronry,” which is
vsually in o hizh woml. The nests sre
built like those of the rook, which bird
they resemble in their habits, at this time
of the year, in many respects.  Sometimes,
however, they build upon rocks on the
coast, and at others in rerds or rushes;
but these are rare exceptlons, and the
oriinary situation is the top of a lofty oak.
fir, or elin tree. ‘The nest i8 very large and
broad, mude of sticks, and lined with wool.
The exps are lour or five, of A sea-green
colour, Tathier more thun two inclies in
jength, and one and three-quarters in
breadth. The heron leeds on tish, reptiles,
mice, & When fishing, which is usually
early in the morning and lute at night, he
gtands motionlies in shallow water, with
the head between the shoulders, which, on
seeing his jrey, he darts s quick as light-
ning into the water, with u sure stroke.
it is remarked that the heron niways sveks
the protection of a rock, or other impenc-
trubiv budy when a wmd is blowing. In
the aduit bird, the beak is yellow; Iris,
yellow ; head, greyish-white; plrme, dark
slate-blue; back, French-grey; tail, slate-
griy; neck, white, with durk bluelsh-grey
sputs m Iront; breast, bLelly, and vent,
grey ishi-white, streaked with black ; le.s
and toes, prevnlsh-yeilow; claws, Lrowi.
Lenzth, three teet.  Adut females difer
only in their colours being less bright. ‘I'he
plume dees not appear till the vhird year.

The folowing list of HERONKIES 8 eX-
tracted trom Mr. Yarrell's splend.d contri-
butivn to Briti-h Omithology. to which |
am ulso mdelted for mueh u-elul inlorma-
tion relating to irds here introduoced :—

BeRKsHIRE.—Windsor great park, two.

Cuesmie—Duorhan Massey, the seat ol

the Earl of 8tamford ; Combermere Abbey,
Dbelonging to Lord Combennere ; Hooton on
the Mersey, the seat of Sir T. M. Stanley,
Bart.; Ardley Hall, the residence of R. E.
Warburton, Esq.; and at Oulton Park, the
seat of Sir Philip Grey Egerton, Bart.

{'UMBERLAND, — Gowbarrow Park, near
Ulswater Lake, and at Graystock, or Gray=-
stoke.

DEevoNsHIRE.—Powderham Castle, another
at Sharpham on the Dart, and a third at
Warleigh on the Tamar, the seat of the
Rev. W. Radeliff.

DoRSETSHIRE. — Brownsea Island, near
Poole.

DunraMm.—Ravensworth Castle, the seat
of Lord Ravensworth.

Essex.—Wanstead Flats.

Kext —Cobham Hall. the seat of Earl
Darnley; and at Penshurst Park.

LINcOLNSHIEE.—Furmerly at Cressy Hall,
near Spalding, a very large one, now
destroyed, but two others established in
the neighbourhood—Downlngton: Manby,
near Brigy, be'onging to Lord Yarborough;
another ot Skillingthorpe Wood, near Lin-
coln.

MipprEsEx —Osterly Park.

NoRFoLE.—Didlington, the seat of Colonel
Wilson.

NorTEAMPTON.—The seat o Earl Spenser,

NorrHu AND — U m Park,
the seat of Lord Tankerville.

SHROPSHIRE —At the mere, near Elles-
mere.

SOMERSETSHIRE.—Picton, belonging to the
Earl of Carnarvon; and at Brockley Woods,
near Bristol.

SURREY.—Cobham Park, the seat of H.
Coombe, B30, ; and at Ashley Park, Walton-
on-Thames, the seat of Sir H. Fletcher,
Bart.

W ARWICKSHIRE. — Warwick Castle, the
seat of the Earl of Warwick.

WESTMORELAND. — Dalimn  Tower, the
seat of Co onel Wilson.

YoRKSHIRE.—One, at the seat of It Thomp~
son. Esq.. near Boroughbridge; anviher at
Walion Hall, the residence of Charles
Waterton, Esq.; and at Hutton, near
Bevirl-y. the seat of Mr. Bethel.

538. Kires, PARTRIDGES, PHEABANTS,
LArks, Hoors, MAGPIES, I'IGEONS, &
Bows, anil WILDFOWL have each in their turm

been Hown-at in modern times, within the
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limits of Great Britain. A great attempt
has been recently made to restore this
almost forgotten sport to something like its
pristine state, and in doing so pigeons were
chiefly the snbjects of the falconer's art;
because they only could be ensured at the
time when a large company was assembled
together, But the attempt failed to attract
attention, and it is scarcely likely to be
generally popular in such days as these,
when the patience and perseverance of the
old-fashioned sportsman are no longer
practised. A few casts of fulcons are still
maintained where heronries are kept up, as
one of the proofs of antiquity of places or
race to which most people cling who have
any title to them; but they are s0 scarce as
to be out of the reach of nine hundred and
ninety-nine out of every thousand of her
Majesty’s sporting subjects.

BECT, 2—VARIETIES OF HAWES USED IN
FaLcoNny.

539, THE LENGTH OF WiNag and the notch
In the bill form the basis of the two classes
into which the hawks are divided. Those
whose wing-feathers project as far as the
ends of their tails being called long-winged
hawks, whilst the epithet short-winged is
given to those whoze talls are much longer
than their wings. DBut the utility for
hawking purposes does not always exactly
depend upon this formation, since the
ghort-winged goshawk and sparrow-hawk,
aro far superior to the long-winged kestrel
All the faleons relieve their stomachs of the.
ondigested feathers, bones, &e., of their
prey, by vomiting up what is called *:cast-
ings,” some time after they have devoured
them. None of the faleonide change thelr
wing and tail-feathers in their first anfum-
nal moult,

£40. THE GYR-FALCON (Falco, Gyr-Faleo),—
This splendid bird i3 long-winged, and is
the largest species nsed In hawking; it is
wvery rare in Great Britain, and can seldom
be obtained even in Norway or Iceland,
where it i3 comparatively common. Inthe
olden days of falconry, the Iceland gyr-
falecon was very highly esteemed, It belng
pupposed to be more courageous,and of
more rapid flight than the British variety,
or even that obtalned from Norway. Indeed
it was very commonly supposed to be a
distinet species, but it is now generally
coneidered as identical with the gyr-falcon
of Great Britain. It was used for fiying at
herons and the larger kinds of wildfowl,
for which its great size and strength made
it peculiarly fitted. In length the gyr-
falcon is about 23 Inches. The beak is
of a horn colonr, with yellow cere, iris,
dark; the back and all the upper parts ot the
body vary according to-age, from a plumage

of dark brown shaded with light brown, to
feathers each edged with white and having
& light brown centre. The lower parts also
vary from a pale brown to a pure white
The tarsi and toes are yellow ; claws, black
and much curved. The nest is built high
among the rocks of the coast, and the eggs
are of a dull white ground, mottled with
pale reddish-brown ; they are nearly two
inches and a bhalf long, and two inches in
diameter.

54l. TEE PEREGRINE Farcon (Falco Pere-
grinus), belng more common than any of
the large long-winged falcons suitable for
hawking purposes, has alwaya been the
chief subject of the falconer's art, She is
nearly as large and powerful as the gyr-
falcon. The female is larger than the male,
and is consequently nsed in falconry in
preference; being reserved for the heron
and wildfowl, while the male is flown at
partridges and quails. The yearling male is
called a red tiercel, and the female a red
faleon ; the further names of eyas, gentil,
passage, and haggard are also applied to
them according to the age at which they
are taken, the first name being given to
the nestling birds. The peregrine is found
almost in all countries, hence its name. It
bullds on the high rocks all round the coast
of England, Wales, and Scotland, and in
the interior of Ireland, as well as on its sea
coast; and lays from two to four eggs, about
two inches long, by one and two-thirds in
breadth, mottled all over -with pale reddish-
brown. In length it is about 13 inches,
if a female; or 15 inches, if a male. Tha
beak i3 blue; cere and eyelids yellows; iris,
dark brown; top of the head and neck, and
also a spot under the eye, brown-black. The
whole upper surface of the body is of a
blueish-slate, or ash coloar, hence its com=
mon name of *blue fulcon ;" these feathers
are barred with a darker shade of the same
eolour, and both shades become lighter in
old birds, ‘The primaries, dark browmn,
barred and spotted with rusty white. Front
of neck of a white gronnd, with longitudinal
gtreaks of brown; breast, palé rusty-whito
with transverse bars of brown, Flanksand
under surface of the tajl-feathers barred
with white. Legs and toes yellow; clawsa,
black. The young peregrines have all the
npper parts of a brownish-ash colour, each
feather having a rosty edge. The longitn-
dinal streaks on the breast are also more
marked.

542, Tue Hosay (Hypotriorchis Subbuteo)
i a peregrine in miniature, but of a more
delicate, airy, and elegant shape, It is also
more bold In proportion to its size, having
sometimes been known to fiy at birds larger
than itself, It is a bird of passage in this
country, appearing in thespring, and leaving
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us again for warmer reglons in October
or November. Its chief haunts arc the
woodlands of the more cultivated districts,
where it probably succeeds in obtaining
half-erippled thrushes, sparrows, or other
birds, more eagily than would be the case
if they were whole and sound. It makes its
nest in some high tree, usnally selecting the
deserted one of some other bird. The female
laya three or four eges, in length one inch
and two-thirds, breadth one inch and one-
third, speckled all over with reddish-brown
on a ground of dirty white. The hobby is
obliged to have recourse to large insects for
food in default of birds, which it canunot
always procure. The female measures 14
and the male 12 inches in length. The
colours of the male are as follows :—beak,
horn-colour; cere, greenish-yellow; iris,
brown; all the upper parts greyish-black,
the feathers having each a whitish fringe;
primaries and secondaries black, edged with
white; the two middle tail-feathers plain
black, the others barred with a lighter
shade; chin, white; cheek, black; breast,
belly, and thighs of a yellowish-white
ground, with streaks of brown; legs and
toes, yellow ; claws, black. It iz too small
for hawking purposes, but may be used to
fly at larks or sparrows let logse from the
hands.

543. THE MERLIN (Hypolriorehis AEsalon)
Iz like the hobby, too small for the purpose
of flying at any of the larger varieties of
game; but, as he ia a very bold bird, he is
capable of belng used with great efficlency
in taking larks, &c., on the open downs, or
small birds let looze from the hand. So
bold and powerful is this little falcon, that
he has been seen to strike and kill a part-
ridge of more than double his weight. He
1s very tenacious o1 his prey, and it is very
difficuit to make him leave it when he has
full possession. He does not often, like the
hobby, feed on insects, but pursues small

with patches or streaks of brown on each
feather; legs and toes, yellow ; elaws, black.
The females differ, in having all the upper
parts of a dark liver-brown, each feather
having a rusty tip; tail, brown, with flve
narrow transverse bars of & deeper shade;
under parts, pale, whity-brown, with darker
streaks, The young males resemble the
females.

544, THE KEsTREL, though a long-winged
hawk and of very great powers of flight,
can never be trained even to fly at small
birds. Its timidity is so great that it will
not return to the wrist of the falconer, un-
less very strongly pressed by hunger. Atona
time I doubted this fact, but having perse=
vered for many months in endeavouring to
reclaim a pair of these birds, I can speak
from experlence as fo itz ntter impracti-
cabllity. It may, therefore, at once be
dismissed from the list of hawks suitable to
the fulconer's purpose. The remaining
hawks are of the short-winged subdivision,

545, THE GosHAWE (dsiur Palumbarius)
not only has the shorter wing to distinguish
it from the trpe falcons, but it has also a
lobe instead of & tooth on the cutting edge
of the upper mandible. In flying at its
game, the goshawk does not soar above It
and then stoop, but follows in the same
line, in a gtyle which is called ' raking " in
faleonry. This is occasioned by its compa~
rative want of speed, which forbids its
soaring, and it is consequently compelled to
adopt the only planleft to it. Nevertheless,
it iz a very bold bird, and was formerly
highly esteemed for fiying at ground-game.
Its flight is very fast for a short time, bat it
cannot long maintain its speed; and if it
does not succeed at once, it gives up the
pursuit and retires to the nearest tree, from
which it may be easily *lured.” Colonel
Thornton was very partial to this species of
hawk, and used it in the pursult of pheasants
to a great extent. Those which he trained

birds with ing fury and courage.
The greater number of the merling found
in this country are bred elsewhere, but
many nests are fonnd in the northern
moors and in North Walea. The nest is
made on the ground, with very scanty
materinls, The eggs are four or five dn
number, mottled with two shades or red-
dish-brown, and they measure one inch and
geven lines, by one inch and three lines
The merlin is from 10 to 12 inches in length.
Its description is as tbllows:—In the male,
bedk, horn-coloar; cere, yellowy iris, brown;
gpper parts blue-grey, with a dark line
along the shaft oi each feather; primaries,
black; tail-feathers, blueish-grey, verging
to black towards the exterior third, and
each feather having a white tip; chin and
throat, white; breast and under parts rufons,

were obtained partly from Scotland, but
chiefly from the Continent. It is very
rarely met with in the south of England,
though a few specimens have been taken on
Dartmoor; there Is no record of its appear-
ance in Ireland. It buildsin some high tree
on the outskirts of an extensive forest, and
lays three or four eggs of a pale blueish-
white. The female is from 23 to 24 inches
long; males, about 17 or 18. Plumage alike
in both, when full-grown; beak, horn colour;
cere and irls, yellow. All the upper parts
dark-greyish brown, inelining to clove-
brown in the females; tail feathers, barred
with a much lighter shade of brown. All
the under parts white, with spots and
undulating transverse bars of brownish-
black on the breast, belly, and thizhs,
Cheeks and ear-crests, greylsh; eyes and
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toes, yellow; claws, blueish. The young
birds difler in having the top of the head
and ear-coverts of a rusty white, with a
dark band down the middle of each feuther;
back, wings. and upper tail-coverts, brown,
with an edge of buff. Primaries, dark-
brown, with two shades of brown barred
on the inner webs; under parts, greyish-
‘white, each feather having a central patch
of dark-brown; legs and toes, brownish
yellow.

546. TRE RPARROW-HAWE (A ccipiter Nisus)
18 another short-winged hawk. It is much
smaller, and Lears in some mea-ure the
same relation to the goshawk which the
merlin and hobby do to the gyr-falcon and
peregrine. Thus, the young aspirant for
honours in falconry may choo-e in every
case any one of the three sets, nnd then eon-
fine himself to the under-sized bird, which
must be flown at small gane; or extend
his operations to the more Lold and expen-
slve amusement for which the three larger
wvarieties only are suited. Inall the wooded
districts of Gireat Britain thiis hawk 1s very
common, and may be readily obtained when
in the nest; but tor the purpose of ialconry
it must either be allowed to reach its full
powers in a wild state, and can then only
be procured Ly trapping, or it must be
reared in a half-wild state, ealled * rearing
at hack.” It is an extremely dangerons
enemy to the poultry-yard and the young
broods of game, and, as [ have already
directed in the chapter on game-preserving,
ehould be diligently routed oul in every
preserve, It builds in some tree, gencrally
in the deserted n«st of the crow or mag;ic.
and lays four or five eggs of a pale blueigh-
white, blotched with dark reddish-brown.
The male measures 12 inches in length
DBeak, blue; cere and iris, yellow; all the
upper parts, rich dark-rrown ; tall, greyish-
brown, transversely barred w.th darkish-
brown ; under parts, rufous, with nuwimerous
transverse bars of a much darker shade;
legs and toes, yellow: claws. back. The
female ia 15 Inches long, and differs as
follows :—The upper parts are marked with
delicate white spots, which are partiaily
concealed by each suceessive leather;
primaries and tail-feathers, of a lighter
brown ; under parts, greyish-white. instead
of rufous. The young mule resembles the
famnale, but the feathers of the back are not
spotted with white, but are edged with

ddish-brown; tail, reddish-brown towards
the base.

547. THE KITE. BUZZARD, AND HARRIER
may be reelaiined, but are not bold enough
for the purpose of hawking, and o lony as
the perecrine falcon or goshawk may be
obtained, no one would dream of their use.
They have uone of the during of that bird

In the presence of man, though in a wild
stale they sometimes exhibit great boldnesa
and courage,

SECT. 3 —HAWKING APPARATUS, AND TECH-
NICAL TERMS.

848. THE HooD-PROFPER is of the greatest
Importance in breaking the hawk to the
hand, and its manuficture requires some
little nicety of workmanship. Its wreat use
is to tame the hawk by producing tem-
porary blindness; and as we know the
effect of solitary continement in the dark,
we can easily understand the consequence
of this mode of treatinent. This hood is
made of stiff leather, and must be blocked
upon & wooden inodel of the intended shaps
&0 28 to sit stiffly and firmly on the hawk’s
lead In order to obtain the necessary
shaye, a central portion of leather (#g. 1, a)
Ig let in, and neatly stitched to the cheeks,
which are seen at b&; ¢ is an apurture for
the beak to come through, and should be
large enough o allow of the bird's ejecting
his castings without difticulty, but not wide
enough to allow him to see; d is a slit at
the back, to allow of its belng put over the
head, and afterwards confined by means of
theleathern braces ee,which draw tozether,
and fix it easily, yel securely. In blocking
the leather, & convex plece of leather or
other waterial should be fixed upon the
ground-block to represent the eye, by which
precaution the hood is rend. red move con-
cave at that part, and is prevented from
pressing upon that delicate organ.  If this is
properly attended to, the hood sits quite
easily, even on the prominent eyes of the
kestrel, whieh is the most difficalt of all to
fit without injury. The hood-proper is
usually ornamented with a tuft of leathers,
as shown in the woodent.

540 Tur Rurrer Hoop is intended to
remedy the defects of Lhe hood-proper when
badly made, but instead of this it only.
aggravates the evil. Every one Enows that
a smuoth and polished piece of leather
wow.d be less painful to the eye than a
rough surfiuce, even though sort und plianty
besides, the ratter-hood belng of cloth or plis-
able leather, is wore liable to be rubbed into
the eye in the efforts of the hawk to get rid
ofit; and | have found hy experience that it
is & very bad substitute. even for a badly-
made hood-proper. It Js made in two pieces,
having a neat seam down the centre, and,
like the hood-proper, has a hole for the beak,
and algo a glit at the back with a brace (see
Aig. 2, a and b).

550 THE BEAIL (jig. 8) i3 merely a slip
of suft leather slit down by the knif:, so a8
to include the wings (as shown at fig 3, a
&) whiie the end is contlnued backw ards,
and being carried along the side, is tied to
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the other end above the back. Its object is
to prevent the newly-caught hawk from
fluttering, or * baiting,” as it Is called,
which would permanently injure her fea-
thers, 80 as to interfere with her appearance
and powers.

551, JEsSES AND BELLS are fixtures to the
legs of the falcon, being constantly sutfered
to remaln on, even when flying at her
quarry. The jesses are two slips of leather,
or knitted silk, one for each leg, a few inches
long, varying with the size of the hawk.
Oue end of each (fg. 4. 6) has a ring to
which the swivel of the leash i3 attached;
the other has a running noose (z a), in
which the leg of the hawk, tozether with
the “bewit™ of the bell Is inserted ‘I‘lle’
Jjesses are held by the fingers of the falconer |
when the bird is on his wrist, or they serve |
to nttach her to him by the leash when in |
training. The bells are for the purpose of |
finding the hawk when she 18 at large, and
they are attached by a double s!ip of leather
called the bewit (fig. 4, €), through which
the leg is passed, snd then the button is
gtill further coufined by the running noose
of the jesse,

552. THE LEASH (fig. 5, @ b) and CREANCE
{#ig. &, b ¢) are for the purpose of confining
the hawk. The former is of leather, with a
swivel at a, by which it can immediately be
unhooked rom the jesses when the game is
on the wing. At the other end it has a
gimple loop at & by which it may be
lengthened with a light cord called the
“ereance.” This last is only used for train-
ing purposes.

563, THE LUBE, in some form or other, is
used to entice the hawk back to the wrist
of the fulconer, either after an unsuccessful
flight, or when the game is struck. aud is to
be saved from the talons of its devourer.
The ORDINARY LURE Is a bunch of gaudy
feathers, with a cord and tassel (a3 shown
at fig. ). In the middle of the feathers is a
forked piece of wood, to which i3 tied a |
piece of raw meat. By accustoming the
hawk to feed upon flesh tled to this lure,
ghe soon learns to come to it immediately;
and thus its chief use is obtained THE
TABUR-STYCEE and DRAWER are modifica-
tions of the same, merely using a stick
instead of a cord.

534, HAWEING GLoVES are made of stout
tanned leather, with gauuntlets ing up

i

protected from the cold winds coming from
the north and east. In Intense frost,
windows are required, but wusually the
apertures may be left open day and night.
‘When several hawks are kept, two or three
of these apartments must be provided, in
order to suit the particular constitutions
or conditions of each variety or species,
Woaoden blocks or perches must also be
fixed in the ground; the former being mere
cones of wood for the long-winged hawks,
whilst the latter are for the short-winged
hawks, and are cross-bars fixed at the top
of posts, and having a piece oi cloth or
matting hanging down to the ground, by
which the hawk is assisted in recovering
his perch; and the leash is also prevented
from being entangled, by the hawk con-
stantly descending on one side and aseend-
ing on the other. The floor should be of
dry gravel, constantly renewed.

556. THE CAcE is used for removing the
hawks from place to place. It is merely an
oblong square, or circie, of light wood, in
the centre of which the falconer walks,
supporting the weight by shoulder-straps,
and steadying it with his bhands. The
cross-bars should be of a slze suited to tha
feet of the hawks used, and should be of
soit wood, or even padded with leather. A
fow light cross pieces are added, to prevent
the hawks falling Inwards. The oblong
cage is 4 feet 6 inches by 2 feet, and has
four moveable legs, by which it is supported
from the ground when the falconer wishes
to leave it.

557, TE TECHNICAL TERMS used in fal+
coury are the followlng i—

1.—THE PARTS OF THE TAWE.
The upper mandible is called Zhe beak

The lower muinlible The chap
The cere of the bill The cere.
The nostrils Nares.

The legs Arms,

The toes Petty singles
The claws Pounces.
The wings Suls,

The long feathersof the winga Beams.

The first two feathers Pricipals
The next two feathers Flags.

The tail The train.
The crop of the hawk The gorge.
The stomach The pannel.
The lower intestines The glut.

over the wrist. In the palmy days of
falconry these were very gally ornamented;
but thls belng quite a matter of taste, it
is needless to go into the many colours
and orpaments which were appended to
them.

555. THE MEws is the apartment in
‘which the hawk is kept. This should be

open to the air on the south and west, but

Th ted fenthers, skins, &c. The castings.
2. _NAMES GIVEN ACCORDING TO AGE

A young hawk from the nestis dr eyas.
A young hawk which can hop
A branchen.

but not fiy
A nestling hawk reared at

liberty ; A hack-hawk.
A young hawk able to take

game A soar-hawk
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Young hawka taken wild since their full perfection in plumage is an
bejore Lent : Lantiners. egsential to thelr employment as falcons;

Young hawks taken after Lent Haggards.
Young hawks taken in their
migrations Passagehawls

8,—NAMES FOR VARIOUS ACTIONS OR
PROCESSES.
The taming of the hawk is
Fluttering
Fighting with each other Crabbing.
When the hawk sleeps, she  Jouks.
Her prey which shels flown at Her quarry.
When she strikes it she is said To bind.
When she flies away with it She carries.
‘When she plucks it Bhedeplumes.
The dead game is The peit.
‘When she pursues her game She flies af it
When, after soaring, she de-
scends with her game
When she soars and then
descends
Her direct pursuit without
goaring is Raking.
‘When she leaves her proper -
game to fly at crows, &c.  She checks.
When the game flies into a

Reclaiming.
Baiting.

She trusses.

She swoops.

hedge Tt puts in.
4. —THE TEEMS USED iN MOULTING.
Moulting the feathers is Mewing.

When she has gone through

her first moult she is Intermewed,
A hawk with complete plu-

mage is wmmed.
A bawk with incomplete plu-

mage is Unsummed.
A hawk in good condition I3 Immmed.
The reverse

but they are of course more difficult to pro-
cure, since the hawk is a very cunning bird,
and not very easily trapped. When the nest
is found the eyas is taken at once, and
reared more or lesa at liberty, or it is
allowed to remain under the fostering care
of its parents until it i3 nearly able to fiy
(a brancher), in which stage of developiment
it may be taken by several actlve men in
the trees surrounding that in which it is
perched, or by springes of horse-hair, or by
bird-lime. The two latter plans, however,
injure the plumage a good deal, and should
not be adopted unless it is impossible to
procure the assistance of active men or
boys. The nests being usually in the same
place in each succeeding year, may gene-
rally be found by those who have made the
matter their business.

558, Haccarps may be trapped in this
country with the square-net, or the bow=
net, but in either case great difficulty is
experienced. The square is thus deseribed
by 8ir John Sebright :—A net, eight feet in
depth, and of sufficient length to enclose a
square of nine feet, is suspended by means
of upright stakes, into which transverse
notches are made, and on which notches
the meshes of the net are loosely placed, so
that as soon as a hawk strikes against it
the net readily disengages itself and falls.
The square enclosure is open above, and
within it a living bird, usually a pigeon, is
fastened as & bait. The colour of the net
should nsslmjlnte as much as may be with

Mending the feathers artifl-
cially is TImping them.
Paring the bill or talons s  Coping.
5.—TERMS USED IN TRAINING AND FLYING:
. ‘When the hawk is obediently She waits on

flying round in the air er master.
The hawk is sent off by A whistle.
8he is brought back by A lure.
Flying long-winged hawks at
partridges from the wrist is Flying out of
the hood.
A couple of hawks A cast.

SECT. 4—MoDES OF OBTAINING HAWRS.

B58,—All hawks are either taken from the
nest (eyases and branchers), or they are
trapped at a later period, when able to
take game themselves (lanfiners and hag-
gards). By the adoption of the former
mode they are much more tractable, but
they do not fiy at thelr game so boldly or
8o strongly; and, as taming the hawk is
easy enough, whilst teaching them to fy
at game is the chief difficulty in falconry, it
is no wonder that haggards are preferred
for hawking, when they can be obtained;

Bur bjecta, and the material
ghould be & fine silk. The merlin, the
hobby, and the sparrow-hawk may be
taken in this way, but the larger varieties,
viz., the gyr-falcon, peregrine, and gos-
‘hawk, are seldom to be thus trapped, and
they must be captured either by the bow-
net or the hand-net, as follows:—The bow-
net consists of a net of dark-green silk, six
feet square, which is attached to an arch of
wood or metal fixed to the ground, like tha
handle of & common pall is to the pail itself
The bow works freely backwards and for-
wards in eyes which are attached to pegs
firmly driven Into the ground; it is about
four or five feet in diameter, and is fixed to
the one side of the net by fine but strong
cord, the other three sides being firmly
pegged down to the ground, but so fastened
as to allow the bow to be drawn completely
over to the side opposite to that on which
the pegs are driven into the ground. By
this arrangement the bow-net is scarcely
visible when set, the bow then lying on the
ground upon the folds of the net, and the
whole belng concealed by grass, &e., but
capable of being drawn over to the other
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glde at the pull of the falconer, when his
prey is within its reach. To effect this
purpose a long line is attachied to the bow,
and a lve plgeon, or other bird, iz fastened
down by a string close to the bow-net, s0
1hat when the falcon strikes the pigeon it is
encloscd by the net, which is rapidiy pulled
over it by the faleoner in concealment.
The great difficulty lies in the habits of the
hawk tribe, which will geldom strike a bird
on the ground; but with patience, I have
little doubt that the bow-net wounld suc-
ceed. In this way Passace-Hawgs, both
of the long and short-winged kinds, are
caught on the continent of Europe, and
particularly in the heaths near Falcons-
waerd, in the autumn, as they pass south-
wards and to the east. A pigeon forms
the usual bait; bnt, in addQition to this
apparatus, which is the same as that used
In England, a BuTcHER-BIRD (Lanius
Excubitor), is tied on the ground near the
hut of the faleoner, and two pieces of turl
are so set up as to serve him as well fora
place of shelter from the weather, as for
a retreat from the falcon. The falconer
employs himself in some sedentary occupa-
tion, relying upon the vigilanee of the
buteher-bird to warn him of the approach
of the hawk. This he never fails to do, by
goreaming loudly when he perceives his
engmy in the distance, and by running
under the turf as the hawk draws near,
‘The falconer I8 thus prepared to pull the
net the moment the falcon has pounced
upon the pigeon. The short-winged hawks
are all taken in the square-net, as already
deseribed for capturing hawks in this coun-
try. Sometimes the passage-hawk is taken
by large hand-nets similar in principle to
the landing-nets used in fishing, but very
1nuch larger., With these the hawk is caught
by the falconer, who is concealed near a
pigeon tied by a string to his band, and
puffered oceasionally to fiy a short distance.
The bird attracts the hawk, who makes a
gwoop, and is dexterously caught by the
falconer while his attention is thus fully
engaged

BECT. 5. — GENERAL MANAGEMENT OF THE
HAWE,

560. Tar Housmvg i3 the domestic economy
of the hawk, and upon its being properly
carried out depend her health and spirits.
I have aiready described the apartment or
sews in which they are to be kept. It is
strongly recommended by Sir J. Sebright
that hawks should be bathed every five or
six days in a running stream with a
shallow edge. Defore bathing, they should
be lightly fed; and if a running stream
cannot be obtalned, an artificial pond or

8 ken pan of eart must be

employed. In veryhot weathera bath every
other day is not too often. The hawks may
be unhooded, and fastened by their creances
to pegs stuck in the ground, and may be
left by the falconer to bathe themselves, he
retiving to some little distance. But they
must not be suffered to indulge themselves
as folly and as long as they like, nor must
they be allowed to struggle or “bait™ when
confined by the creance, which they will do
as soon as they begin to attempt to fly after
bathing. The hood must therefore be again
put on, and the hawks returned to their
perches. Hawks must also be weathered ;
that is fto say, they should be put out on
perches which are erected in the open air,
and then left either hooded or unhooded,
according to their degree of wildness, for
many hours a-day, but not in the rain, Ir
wild and unraly, they should be well fed
before weathering, which renders them
sluggish and disinelined to bait.

581, Tue REarixe of the eyas or brancher
must be carefully attended to. They must
be kept warm, but should be handled as
little as possible, 8ir John SBebright recom-
mends a hamper to be placed in a sheltered
situation, about breast-high, in a tree or
hedge. The bed of the hamper forms a
good stage for the young birds to come out
upon, in order to be fed. Beef or mutton
forms the food, with the fat carefully
removed, and the lean cut into oblong
slender pleces, With these the young birds
are fed night and morning, the falconer
always using the same kind of ery as an
accompaniment, which the young hawks
speedily get accustomed to, and are im-
patient for their food as soon as they hear
it. The long-winged hawks are usually
fed on a high table, the short-winged on
the ground. Birds, such as pigeons and
rooks, are given occasionally as a variety,
and algso to stimulate the appetite for that
kind of food. If young hawks are not
properly fed, the feathers are not well
developed, and what are called hunger-
traces are left upon them, It iz said that
oneg day's starvation will leave a mark on
the feathers, 8ir John Sebright says,
“The hunger-trace may be scen as a ling
of imperfection across the web of every
feather, neatly marked, as if a razor had
been passed across the wing.” When this
appears, a raw egg muost be added daily to
the flesh. When the eyas Is fully feathered
and capable of flying, she i3 either confined
to eertain limits Ly her jesses and leash,
or with her jesses and bells on, ghe is
suffered to be at large, and is then said to
be at hack, The hack-hawk must be care-
fully fed and watched, and if she does not
come to her usual feeding-time, she must
be gought for and retaken by means of a
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bow-net, or some other device, such as
horse-hair apringes, &ec Of course the
neighbours should be requested to respect
the hack-hawk. and not to take advantage
of her comparztive tameness, As soon as
she begins to hawk for herself, she must be
confined to the length of her leash. or she
will ag=uredly be lost. But if care be taken
to feed them very early in the morning,
they may be left at liberty lor a long time,
as they do not fly at game unless hungry.

562. THE MEWING, or moulting, must be
carefully attended to, as this process is
often accompanied by considerable fever
and loss of appetite. The moulting com-
mences early in the autumn, and at that
time the hawks should be examined for
vermin, and, if any are present. treated
according to the plan hereafler recom-
mended. The apartment must be warm,
but not close; airy, yet free from draughts;
the hood should be avoided, If possible. and
the beak and talons should be closely coped,
to prevent her from injuring her young
feathers. DBathing oceaslonally is necessary,
but in cold weather the water must have
the chill taken off. Mewing-hawks should
be well fed, and shouid be encouraged to
come to the fist as often as possible, for the
sake of excreise. Hawks are not to be
suffered to fly for six weeks after the com-
pletion of the moult.

563, ImPivg is the repairing of broken
feathers, and for this purpose the falconer
should have a good store of all the wing
and tail-feathers of the wvarious species
which he has under his care. When a
feather is broken, it must be repalred as
followe :—The broken feather s to be
obliquely cut off and the artificial one
exactly shaped to fit it; then, by inserting

two needies, and using a little solution of

{singlass In spirit of wine, the two may be
strongly spliced together. The old falconers
used merely a needle dipped in vinegar or
salt and water, and trusted to the st
arising upon it, for the retalning the two
parts in apposition. Diamond cems nt and
white of ege have been recommended ; but
I have found the solution of isinglass make
B0 secure a joint that it is diffienlt to detect
the point of union; and by a little care, all
solling of the adjacent feathers may be
avoided.

564, Tue ConorTIoNiNG of the hawk is the
process of dieting and physicking her so as
to replace by art what she loses of her
natural state. When at liberty she takes
no foed without feathers or for, and nntu—
rally their stimulus to her st

imitate his great prototype, gives his charge
feathers and small bones mixed with the
meat, and occasionally a little fine gravel;
or, it e has not these readily at eommand,
a little tow or wool. The feet of fowls,
rabbits, and hares with the fur on answer
this purpose well, and should be given at
night, as the hawk 1s usually dull till the
castings have returned. All hawks should
have a full meal, called a gorge, every four
or five duys; which is their natural mode of
feeding, with light feeding on the inter-
mediate days, The conditivn 1s known by
the weight or handling, and the amount of
food is regulated accordingly.

565, MEDICINES are sometimes required,
and especially purges conszisting of ‘from
three to four grains of rhubarb, jalap, or
aloes mixed with the mear. Ifthe dose is
not active enough, it must be increased;
and sometimes 10 or 12 grains will be taken
by the larser hawks without over purgation.
If the hawk is relaxed, alittle chalk and a
grain or twoof cinnamon must be given with
the meat. When the castings are returned
in a moist state, with small picces of flesh
adhering to them, or covered with mucus, it
shows that the stomach is disordered and
weak, For this condition five grains of
extract of camomile with some cinnamon
should be given after a dose of rhubarb
daily. If the mewtings or feces are black,
a grain or two of mercury with chalk should
be given with two or three of rhubarb,
every other day till they become of the
natural colour. Sometimes the hawlk has
an attack of wheezing, for which from a
quarter to half a grain of ipecacnanha may
be given, or a little syrup of coltsfoot. IF
they are afflicted with worms, as much
finely-pounded glass as will lie on the poing
of a large penknife is to be mixed with an
equal amount of salt, and put on a piece
of fiesh and given to the hawlk daily.

666. For VERMIN, fumigations of tobacco
must be used, taking care to exclude her
head ; or powdered sulphur may be well
sprinkled among the roots of the feathers
by means of a powder-puff. The fumigation
is effected by tying a large bag round the
back of the hood, and then introduecing into
the bag the fumes of burning tobaceo. Care
should be taken that there is no escape
between the head of the bird and the hood,
and to prevent this some soft cotton should
be gently introduced at the back.

SECcT. &—Toawing THE EYAS AND
BRANCHER FALCON.

usually also she feeds on her prey wl:lle
Iying on the ground, and in doing so she
zets gome small portion of carth wilh Lhe
feathers and flesh. Hence the falconer, to

56T, Hi this part of the
education of the hawk, and should be com-
menced as soon as the young eyas is fully
feathered. When first hooding her, the
brail, paragraph 650, should be used, and
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continued till the hood is borne with
patience, in order to prevent the bird from
baiting and spoiling her feathers. If very
refractory, the constant dropping of water
upon her will scon bring her to, conjoined
with deprivation of sleep and low diet; hut
this is seldom required in the eyas, The
next thing is to accustom her to the bells,
jesses, and leash, which she bears well
enough with her hood on, but without it she
will soon pull them to pieces, until pre-
vented by careful watching. The water-
dropping acts well here, by taking her
attention off her feet; but it 1s not safe to
use it freely, except in warm weather, The
perch to which the hawk is attached by the
leash is usually a cross-plece of soft wood,
or a solid cone of the same material, to the
lower part of which the end of the leash is
attached, the latter belng used for long-
winged hawks only. The next thing to be
done is to aecnstom the hawk to the fist, on
which she should be first placed while in
her hood; after removing thizs she iz in
course of time reconcited to her master, and
If rewarded with a plece of meat, soon
learns to bear his presence without beiting.
Every time she i3 wanted to bear any
restraint, or o obey her master in any way,
she should be rewarded for compliance by a
choice morgel. In this way, however much
she may resist at first, she finally submits
to hood, jesses, and bells, and readily comes
to the flst, either to be fed, or slmply to the
whistle, which invariably accompanies that
act. When the hawk will come the length
of Her leash to the fist, the creance may be
added to the former to any length, and the
hawk may be suffered to fiy short distances,
that is, to the length of her creance, from
which she may be enticed back to the fist
by the whistle. All this is very easy with
the eyas or brancher, but with the haggard
it can seldom be fully accomplished, and
the falconer must content himself with
breaking his hawk to the lure; and even
that is ti difficult to lish
508. THE Lune is useful for two purposes;
first, to teach the hawk tofiy at game: and
pecondly, to recover her in case of failure
in her flight; or to distract her attention
from the game which she is not wanted to
devour, by giving her her accustomed food
instead. The first step i to feed the hawk
regularly on the lure, and when this is freely
taken at a short distance from the hawk,
gradually increase the interval, but very
cauntiously, for fear of alarming her fears.
Next take the hawk ont when very hungry,
and let an assistant swing the lure round
his head steadily, and at the full length of
the cord; upon this the falconer casts off
his hawk with the usual whistle or halloo,
ptill holding the cregnce, and the assistant

suffers the lure to fall to the ground, for foar
of injury to the hawk by striking it in the
air, with the two strings attached. When '
this lesson is perfect, the assistant, instead

of suffering the lure to fall withdraws it, and

disappoints the hawk, which flies by him

and then retiins, when he may be suffered

to strike the lure and feed upon it. In pro-

cess of time the creance and jesses may be

removed, and the hawk enticed to the lure

from a considerable distance, and may then

strike it in the air, while swinging round

the head of the assistant. After a still

greater time the hawk becomes so perfect,

that she will circle round the head of the

falconer, walting for the lure to be thrown,

and is then said to wait on him perfectly.

While the hawk is feeding on the lure, the

faleconer showld encourage her.and suffer

her to finish without alarm, by which she

will be shown that she may do this without
fear, and will readily swifer herself to be
taken after flying, She should also be
accugtomed to horses, men, and dogs
When this part of her education is accom-
plished, the hawk is ready for entering to
her game,

569 ENTERING TO HER GAME is effected
by letfing loose a partridge or thrush, cen-
flned by a creance, at thé time when the
hawk is expecting the lure; she soon spies
her prey, and strikes it to the ground, and
may be suffered to indulge her appetite
without restraint, while the faleoner walks
round and caresses her. After this she is
ready to.fly at wild game; but in case of her
fuilure to. strike, a live bird should always
be carried into the field, which may be
thrown up, confined by a creance,

SECT. i—TRAINING THE HAGeATRD FALCON.

570, s s not quite s0 eASy a process ag
that which I have already described for the
eyas, The first thing to be done is to put
on the hood, jesses, and bells, and to brail
the wings; then carefully cope the beak and
talons with nippers and file, During the
early days their meat, which should only
be given once a-day, must be washed with
water, in order to reduce their courage;
and they must be deprived of sleep, either
by continual watchings of the attendant
falconer, or by water dropping from above
on their backs. If the hawk i3 very wild,
the wearing of the hood must be postponed
for some little time, till the courage is some-
what subdued by starvation and want of
sleep; but the sooner it is put on the better
The falconer must be incessantly oceupied
with hiz charge, and by soething treatment
at last teaches her to bear her feathers to
be touched without daiting. The falconer
must live almost constantly with haggards
before they get accustomed to him, bug

Q
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when they own his presence they * rejoice”
in him even more than the eyas. When the
hood ig borne pretty well, and the hawk is
quiet on her perch, she may be fed a little
more fully, but not yet upon unwashed
meat. Sometimes there is great difficulty
in getting the hood on the haggard at all,
as the resistance 15 so great as to threaten
destruction to the feathers, or even the lifs
of the bird. In this case great tact is
required, but it may always be accomplished
by patience and perseverance when joined
with starvation and want of sleep. When
the hood is well borne, and the hawk
becomes tamer, and feeds readily in the
presence of the falconer, he muy be tempted
to approach by throwing him his food at
some little distance from the falconer, when
he will come nearer and nearer to him day
by day, and at last feed freely close to him.
Then the lure should be used as the place of
feeding, and at last the hawk should be fed
solely on that useful apparatus, Finally,
she should be taken out and accustomed to
strike the lure in the field; but the hag-
gard can scldom be made to swaif on the
falconer, nor can she be recovered after an
unsuceessful flight by its means, but a live
pigeon must be let fly, with a creznce
attached. % i

571, ExTERING THE HAGGARD i3 a much
more tedious process than the correspond-
inz part of the treatment of the eyas,
because so much more eare is required lest
she should escape. Whatever game she is
{ntended for should be let fly with a string
attached ; and if this is the heron, the beak
of that bird must be gnarded with a piece
of the elder-tree passed over its point.
‘When a pigeon 1s used for entering hawks,
they must afterwards be disgusted with its
pursult, by letting a succession of them fy
at such distances from her as to be quite
gecure, and in this way tire her out. In the
game way hawks may be broken from any
kind of birds which they are wished not to
pursue.

EECT, 8.—TRAIXING THE SHORT-WINGED
Hawg.

72 This is the same as regards feeding,
and the use of the bells, jesses, and leash;
but the short-winged hawks are flown from
the fist, and are never hooded, except for a
ghort time when first taken, or when on
the cage. They, therefore, require to be
made as tame as possible, by constant car-
rying on the wrist, and by tiring them out
{i1 allowing them to pull at a hare's foot or
bare pinion-bone.

SECT, 9.—PREPARATION FOR FLyING.

573. All hawks should havea slight meal
on the day befure fiying them. more or less

according to the conditlon and behaviour of
the particular bird. Bubsequently to flying
they should be gorged; after which two
clear days must intervene before the hawk
is fit to be flown again. The feeding should
be in the fleld immediately after flying.
Half-reclaimed hawks must be flown very
hungry; but excess in this respect does nog
answer the intended purpose, because it
induces the hawk to hover round the
falconer in the hope of being fed, rather
than to pursue the game at which she i
intended to fly.

SECT. 10. —Fryive THE FALcoN ok Loxg-
WINGED HAWE.

574, HeroN-ITAWKING.—The falcon, which
must be either the gyr-falecon or the female
peregrine, having been previously entercd
to the heron, as described at paragraph
570, and fed aceording to the directions
given in the last section, may now be taken
into the fleld to wait for the appearance of
the heron. Sir John Sebright thus deseribes
the mode of flyfhg peregrine dalcons at
herons, as practised in Norfolk :—* A well-
stocked heronry in an open country i3
necessary for this sport, and this may be
seen in the greatest perfection at Didling-
ton, in Norfolk, the seat of Colonel Wilsomn.
This lieronry is situnted on a river, with
an open country on every side of it. The
herons go out in the morning to rivers and
ponds, at a very considerable distance, in
search of food, and return to the heronry
towards the evening. It Is at this time
that the falconers place themselves in the
open country down-wind of the heronry;
so that when the herons are intercepted on
their retnrn home, they are obliged to fiy
against the wind to gain their place of
retreat. When a heron passes, a casé (a
couple) of hawks is let go. The heron
disgorges his food when he finds that he
is pursued, and endeavours to keep above
the hawks by rising in the air; the hawks
fly In a spiral direction to get above the
Leron; and thus the three birds frequently
appear to be flying in different directions,
The first hawk makes his stoop as soon ag
he gets above the heron, who evades it by
a shift, and thus gives the second hawk
time to get up, and to stoop in his turm.
In what is deemed a good flight this is
frequently repeated, and the three birdg
often mount to a great helght in the air.
When one of the hawks selzes his prey,
the other soon birds o him, as it I8 termed,
and, buoyant from the motion of their
wings, the three descend together to the
ground with but little veloeity. The fal-
coner must lose no time in getting hold of
the heron’s neck when he is on the ground,
to prevent him from injuring the hawks
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it is then, and not when he is in the air,
that he will use his beak in hls defence.
Hawks have indeed sometimes, but very
rarely, been hurt by striking against the
heron’s beak when stooping, but this has
been purely by accident, and not, as has
heen said, by the heron's presenting his
beak to his pursuer as a means of defence.
When the heron flies down-wind he is
seldom taken; the hawks are in great
danger of being lost, and as the flight is in
a straight line, it affords but little sport.,”

875, KITE-HAWEKING — Some years ago
these birds (Midvus Regalis) were much
used in falconry by the Earl of Oxford, near
Alconbury Hill. They are abundant in
open countries, but require the gyr-falcon
or the female peregrine. The great owl,
with a fox’s brush tied to it, was used as
the lure to draw down the faleon after an
unsuccessful flight ; the object of the brush
being to impede the flight of the owl,

&76. HawgINg Roogs requires, as in
heron-hawking, a cast of faleons. The
tiercels are too amall, and haggard or pas-

sage-hawks most be employed, not eyases,

unless the latter are very bold and strong,
and when this is the case they are superior
in all respects to the haggard. The rooks

mount like herons, but not so high. They |
must be found in an open country, on the '
suffered to eat it. This will prevent him

leeward slde of their rookery, 50 as to com-
pel them to fly op-wind.

577. WiLDFOwL may be flown-at by the
warious kinds of falcons, according to the
Blze and strength of the fowl. Thus, geese
require the gyr-falcon; but both the game
aml the hawk are so rare as scarcely to
require alluding to. Ducks, wigeon, and

teal may be taken with the peregrine,

tiercel, and either the eyas or the haggard
may be employed. The hack-hawk is the
varlety usually employed, being bold
enough, yet sufficiently reclaimed for the
Eport. Sometimes in the old days of fal-
conry, half-tame ducks were let loose from
the neighbourhood of a brook, and were
then taken with the goshawk; but it must
have been a very poor imitation of the
more noble varieties.

578, PARTRIDGE- HAWEING. — For this
sport eyases are used, and an open country
is required. The falconers must be on
horseback, with a steady pointer, and one
or two gpaniels, under good command.
When a partridge is marked-down or
pointed by the dog, the hawk is unhooded
and cast off. He then waits on the falconer,
if a good bird, at & considerable height. If
he ranges too far he may be brought nearer
by the halloo and lure; but these must be
used with great discretion. This, and the
nut giving the hawk sufficlent time to
nionnt, are the most common faults in the

faleoner. It i3 not necessary that the hawk
should be within two or three hundred
yards of the birds when they rise, If his
head is tarned towards them, and he is
hizh enough. High-ranging dogs are the
best. as the birds lie better to them. The
hawks are to be cast off as soon as the dog
points with any, certainty, as the rise of the
hawk prevents the bird from springing
When the partridge riges, the hawk will
dart down with great veloeity, and either
take it at once or, force it into a hedge. If
the latter, the hawk rises again into the
air, and waits for_the faleoner to push up
the bird. The falconer now attends to his
hawks, and the assistant proceeds to push
out the bird. As soon as the partridge is
taken, the fulconer alone is to approach his
charge; at first walkipg round him, and
graduoally drawing near with great cantion.
At length, by kneeling down, whistling as
at feeding-time, the arm may be extended
gently, and by taking hold of the partridge
both may be placed on.the fist, after which
the hawk may be suffered to devour the
head, and {s then hooded. Ifa young hawk
does not take the partridge in his first
swoop, and If the bird cannot be put up
again speedily, after he has put it in, a live
partridge must be thrown up from a bag;
and if it is his-first flight, he shonld be

carrying, which is caused more by his fear
of being deprived of his prey than by wild-
ness, as Is generally supposed. When the
partridges are very wild, the compauy
should be drawn up in a line at a distance
of 60 yurds from each other. They shouid
then gallop across the country, with the
falconer in the centre of the line to regulate
the pace, which he does according to the
position of the hawk which i3 waiting on
him. When the birds will not lie to the
dog, the hawk is sometimes unhooded and
cast off, the moment they rise; this Is
called, fying out of the hood.

579, LARES may be taken by ihe merlin
and hobby, which should be used on the
same prinelple as the larger varieties of
the falcon tribe, These little hawks mount
and swoop in the prettiest style Imaginabla,
Nothing can be more elegant than this
sport; but it has not received that attention
which it deserves. I have succeeded in
carrylng if out to a very considerable
extent, and can speak from experlence as
to its perfectibility ; but it is so very similar
to rovk-hawking that it need not be more
fully described.

BECT. 11.—FLYING THE SHORT-WINGED
HAWES.

&80. PARTRIDGES are taken by the gos-
hawk, and even by the sparrow-hawk, with
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one of which Sir John Sebright says that
he took a partridge only ten days after his
capture by the bow-net. But the sport is
very different to the partridge-hawking
already described.

581, ParTRIDGE-HAWRING.—Before shoot-
Ing flying was introduced, the goshawlk was
very commonly used for the purpose of
taking the partridge; and he may be made
to take a great deal of game, and even to
fly in a wood. Sir John Sebright expresses
his surprise at any one secing any sport in
hawking partridges with the short-winged
hawks, in which opinion T beg leave to joing
and as it was done only for the purpose of
procuring game, which may now be much
more readily shot, it i3 no wonder that its
use has been entirely superseded by that of
the gun. When a covey rises, if the birds
are very small the goshawk may possibly
take one at the first flight, but if the part-
ridges are tolerably strong, they will fly
twice as fast as this hawlk. The'goshawk
follows the covey at a distance, and in the
manner of an owl. When they take refuge
in a hedge (for theze hawks are too slow for
the open country), the goshawk marks the
gpot with the greatest precision, and after
having made his point, by rising perpen-
dicularly in the air, he takes hig stand upon
a neighbouring tree. If his situation be
favourable he is allowed to retain it, or
otherwise he is called down to the fist. In

either case the birds are to be driven out,
and he either takes one at this their second
flight, or again drives them info a hedge,
and takes his stand as before. A great
many partridges are taken in this way by
the dogs in the hedges, to which they are
driven by the hawks, over and above thoss
killed by the hawk himself.

582, LANDRATLS may be taken in the same
way, but as they are of slower flight,
goshawks nsed to them will not fly at
partridges.

583. PHEASANTS, also, may In like manner
be taken by the goshawlk.

534, RassITs are very easily taken by the
goshawk, or even the sparrow-hawk; but
the latter i3 hardly strong enough, and is
sometimes carried off into the earths of the
rabbit, and permanently injured or killed.

SECT. 12.—EXPENSES oF HAWKING.

535, The market is now so limited, that it
Is quite i ible to set any b ds to the
expense which must be incurred in pro-
curing the most rare and valuable hawks.
The sparrow-hawk may be easily procured,
and the merlin also is tolerably common ;
but if either of the larger long-winged
hawkg is desired, considerable difficulty and
expense must be encountered. I have no
guide to offer as to these, as I never have
procared, or attempted to procure, any of
them.
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